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SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chair man, and nenbers of the Leqi sl at ure,

| have to support Senator Wssely s anmendnment because think it

is realistic and I think it is reasonable. Senator Hefner is
right when he says it is a new policy, but what his amendnent
does, what Senator Hefner's anendnment does is to put i

law a new policy with reference to denying benefits to peopPe
and wi thout Senator Hefner's amendnment, g class of people who

will be deni ed anmendments under his...| meant without his
anmendment, there is a class of enployees, who if they are fired

woul d continue to receive benefjtsg, Wth his amendment, yo'u
create a new class who no longer will receive benefits. That is

a new policy decision that the Legislature is taking at this
point. So Senator Wsely's anmendnent taken in conjunction
Senator Coordsen's earlier provision now gives us a coin that
has two sides, and | would hope that the body will accept thijs.
What woul d happen is if you had a conmpany that chose not to put
in place the neans by which a person with the drug problem could
be hel ped, the cost to that enployer in lieu of such gram
woul d be that the enpl oyee woul d receive unenpl oynent abeﬁepl ts.
If the enpl oyer wanted to avoid that set of circunstances, he or
she could attenpt to do what Senator Hefner would do in his work
which is try to help the person. Then we don't have to wory
about unenpl oyment benefits, we don't have to worry about sone
of these other things that would arise. So | hope you will
accept this. Ther e is one other conment | have to make about
the other amendrment we just adopted. prior to this session when
Senat or Hefner has decided to become ki nder and gentler and nore
reasonable by agreeing with me on sone things, C & H formerly
only referred to sugar, California and Hawaii. Bytthere is
something that can be sweeter than sugar_and that is an
amendment agreed to by Senator Chanbers and Senator Hefner, gng
whil e we have such a good thi nf; gm ng, | wi sh what he Would do
is | ook at what Senator Wesely's anmendnent is going t s
aimed at trying to assist a person to get into a S|tuat|0n wher e
he or she can get help with a problem and naybe be (estored to a
position where they could possibly even return to that j obwhich

they lost. | think the apendnent is reasonable. | don't think
it is going to break any fund and I don't think any enmployer is

going to be harmed that nmuch by it. go if it is an amendment
t hat could do immeasur abl e good and only negligibly
i nconveni ence an enployer, | see uo reason strong enough to
reject it. So | hope that it will be adopted.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Coordsen, yith
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